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And, remember, you can find out more about these stories and what else goes on in the 
OPCC by visiting our website:

In this issue…
What’s happening

• Victims helping victims

• Safer Streets part 4

• Forces follow the lead on ‘Doggy DNA’ 

• Praise for PCC’s green agenda 

• Five go after drug dealers – again

• It’s not ‘special measures’ and it’s not ‘the naughty 
step’!

• Anti-social behaviour pledge

• Open Day

Who’s who?
• A Master in terrorism and political violence!

• Barley and me 

• Outnumbered

• The Doctor will see you now

What you might have missed
• When a call of nature is just plan anti-social

• Annual report

• What happens when concern for a pet prolongs 
abuse – Commissioner’s Fund update

• VPCSOs are the new kids on the block

• Slowing the speeders – guest feature

And finally…
• A dream job and a wedding

Keeping in touch
• Your Community Alerts

• Contact us

Welcome to ‘in Tandem’…

Here at ‘in Tandem Towers’ we like to look on 
the bright side; walk on the sunny side of 
the street. After all, there are plenty more 
things to occupy us than the air conditioning 

not working on one of the hottest days of the year! For 
example, our brilliant commissioning team recently 
secured another £2million from the Home Office to 
tackle neighbourhood crime and anti-social behaviour 
in Gloucestershire. This is their third successful bid for 
funding, meaning the OPCC (Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner) has secured well over £3 million to 
tackle crime on our streets in the last 12 months. It was 
the third biggest award in the Government’s latest ‘Safer 
Streets’ initiative, and if figures and statistics are your 
thing, it was the most money per head of population 
than any of the other applicants - but don’t worry if 
that’s too much information!

It is always nice to say that where Gloucestershire 
leads, others follow and that is certainly the case 
where animal welfare is concerned. Gloucestershire 
Constabulary was the first police force in the world to 
turn to forensic science as a weapon against dog theft. 
Now, five more have either signed-up or are about to, 
with others thinking about it. 

Scroll down and find out how to get that extra 
protection by registering your pet on the DNA database. 
You’ll also find out about attempts to relieve residents 
from the worst anti-social aspects of the county’s 
biggest sporting event; if speeding is a constant 
bugbear, there’s an interesting feature by one of the 
county’s foremost road safety campaigners and put a 
face to the phone as we introduce some more of our 
newest team members. 

http://www.gloucestershire-pcc.gov.uk
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But first, have you been a victim of crime? 
If so, sharing your story could help others

What’s happening

People who have been the victims of crime in Gloucestershire are being recruited to 
help shape future services in the county

A ‘Victim Engagement Forum’ is being 
created by the OPCC as part of our 
commitment to putting victims first. It 
is hoped the insight of those who have 

suffered criminality will shape a more positive 
and supportive experience for those facing similar 
trauma in the future.

Anyone over the age of 18, who has been the 
victim of crime in Gloucestershire, can contribute 
to the forum in the expectation that regular 
engagement, from such a diverse group of people, 
will encourage a more tailored approach to victim 
services. It is an aspiration enshrined in the Police 
and Crime Commissioner’s priority: Supporting 
Victims and Reducing Reoffending.

Members will receive emails on behalf of local 
organisations which support victims. They will be 
asked to complete surveys, or give their opinions 
on topics including advertising campaigns, new 
services and research into victim experience. 
Signing-up will involve registering some basic 
contact details and all the information will be 
held securely within the OPCC. 

We’re hoping applications will be open 
by September – in time for the OPCC and 
Gloucestershire Constabulary Open Day - where 
teams will recruit members for the forum. Watch 
all our communications platforms for more news 
on this soon.
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£2 million more to tackle anti-social 
behaviour and neighbourhood crime 
in Gloucestershire

What’s happening

A very big shout out to the OPCC’s 
Commissioning Team after they secured 
more than two million pounds of 
government funding to spend on tackling 
issues like violence against women and 
girls (VAWG), rural crime and anti-social 
behaviour in Gloucestershire.

The money comes from a pot of funding 
known as the Safer Streets Fund – an 
initiative from the Home Office, which was 
in its fourth round of funding. 

We submitted three separate bids, all of them 
successful, covering VAWG, Neighbourhood Crime 
and Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB).

The primary bid of £749,124 will be used to tackle 
anti-social behaviour in a number of ways, 
including: 

• Six PCSOs – one for each district to deal with low-
level ASB

• a children’s education project designed to 
facilitate restorative conversations at a primary 
school level

• outreach and diversionary activities for young 
people intervention  

• support to prevent street drinking in Gloucester 
and Cheltenham

• funding to help roll-out Solace – an ASB project 
– in rural parts of the county, and 

• promotion and roll-out of a ‘community triggers’ 
scheme to help provide multi-agency support in 
cases of repeat anti-social behaviour. 

The second bid focuses on tackling  
neighbourhood crime with £591,705 to provide 
solutions such as: 

• better software for witnesses to upload digital 
doorbell footage to police

• a new fleet of drones to 
safely collect real- 
time data and support 
rural communities

• 32 rural ANPR 
cameras along with technician support

• enhanced forensic testing in relation to 
neighbourhood crimes such as burglary and

• rural crime prevention tactics such as wildlife 
cameras, trackers for farming equipment and 
concrete blocks for gateways.

The final bid focuses on tackling Violence Against 
Women and Girls (VAWG) through techniques 
including:

• educational theatre on the topic of sexual 
harassment and sexism

• funding for personal safety apps and alarms
• production of a video highlighting stalking 

behaviours
• new drug testing machines to tackle spiking, and
• additional presence in the night-time economy 

through Street Medics, Night Safe Officers and 
Street Pastors.

Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Chris Nelson, 
said: “I am delighted that all three of our bids were 
successful, bringing over £2 million of Government 
money into Gloucestershire.

“These bids are full of progressive and engaging 
ideas to help prevent crime; as well as operational 
support and equipment which will allow officers to 
work more efficiently.” 

Local authorities, the British Transport Police and 
certain Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) are also 
eligible to lead bids. However in Gloucestershire, 
all three bids were curated and submitted by the 
OPCC, due to the team’s experience and previous 
success in this arena.

Making streets safer with 
CCTV
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Other forces follow Gloucestershire’s 
lead in the fight against canine crime 

What’s happening

Like a dog with a bone, the new way of 
protecting your pooch is catching-on.

Where Gloucestershire leads, others 
follow as five more police forces 
have either supported, or are about 
to support DNA protected.

Gloucestershire Constabulary 
was the first police force globally 
to turn to forensic science in an 
attempt to deter dog theft. In the 
last 12 months, Wiltshire, Avon and 
Somerset and the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland have signed-
up to the scheme known as DNA 
Protected – Surrey and Dyfed Powys Police 
are scheduled to join them soon with forces in 
Hampshire and elsewhere also in discussion.

The scheme, which is also available to any dog 
owner across the country, uses a DNA marker 
system that has been developed for forensic 
analysis to help investigate criminal cases 
involving the theft of dogs. Storing a dog’s DNA 
profile on a forensic dog DNA database, created 
by the court-approved testing laboratory 
Cellmark, will make it easily accessible to Police 
forces and could help ensure a dog’s safe return if 
lost or stolen.

David Hartshorne, Managing Director of Cellmark 
Forensic Services, which has been at the forefront 
of forensic DNA profiling for over 30 years, said: 
“We developed the DNA Protected service to 
assist with crime prevention and to help the 
police return stolen or lost dogs to their owners.

“Our forensic DNA tools have been used for many 
years to identify people and investigate crime and 
it’s great they’re now being used to help combat 
dog theft, not only in Gloucestershire but all over 
the UK”.

Protecting your pooch might sound like a slogan, 
but there is no doubt of the urgency after the 
trade in stolen dogs prompted a new crime wave 
and made headlines around the world.

Chief Inspector Emma MacDonald said, “As a 
force we are committed to doing all that we can 
to prevent dog thefts from happening. All it takes 
is a simple swab inside the dog’s mouth to get 
its unique genetic information registered on the 
DNA database and provide proof of identity if 
and when required.

“All of our police dogs have been profiled and 
given new Velcro patches for their harnesses 
which shows our confidence in the scheme.”

Find out more on how to get your dog protected in the Police and Crime Commissioner’s annual report

Above: Say ahhh (Pic: Thousand Word Media)

Left: A simple swab and your dog is DNA 
protected

https://www.dnaprotected.co.uk/
https://www.gloucestershire-pcc.gov.uk/reports/#1554125388780-1de15736-04e2
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PCCs’ green agenda praised in national report

What’s happening

The Association of Police and 
Crime Commissioners (APCC) 
has praised the environmental 
work of Gloucestershire OPCC 
and Constabulary in its latest 
In Focus report, declaring that 
PCCs are ‘at the heart of the 
decarbonisation agenda’.

Climate change is an 
important issue for the 
British public, giving PCCs 
a strong mandate as the 

public’s voice to ensure that policing is striving 
to meet its challenges and taking the steps to 
mitigate the risks that it poses.   The report, 
published on Tuesday 2 August, highlights the 
work of Gloucestershire Constabulary to establish 
the largest percentage of electric vehicles in its 
fleet in the country; run efficient buildings, which 
reduce the Force’s carbon footprint; its work 
towards going Net Zero by 2035; and maintaining 
its ISO 14001 certification – the only police force 
to hold such an accolade.

APCC Joint Leads on Environment and 
Sustainability, Joy Allen and Tim Passmore, 
said: “PCCs have a critical role to play in 
ensuring that their forces, commissioned 
services, and offices are employing 
environmentally friendly and 
sustainable practices.

“If we do not act now, the 
implications for policing 
could include growing 
protest movements, more 
civil emergencies (such 
as flooding), a rise in 
Organised Crime Groups 

taking advantage of demand for resources and 
demand on the police to enforce new legislative 
restrictions against those causing environmental 
harm.”

https://www.gloucestershire-pcc.gov.uk/pccs-green-agenda-praised-in-national-report/
https://www.apccs.police.uk/media/7863/apcc-environmental-and-sustainability-in-focus.pdf
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‘Scorpion’s’ hard-line approach to
drug gangs and dealers paying off

What’s happening

Drugs with a street value of more than 
a half a million pounds have been 
seized and over a hundred arrests made 
by police in a series of covert raids in 
Gloucestershire and other parts of the 
West Country.

In the latest co-ordinated attack on organised 
gangs, hundreds of ‘drug lines’ were disrupted, 
thousands of pounds recovered and hundreds of 
vulnerable adults and children protected. 

The operation, code-named ‘Scorpion’, which 
involved five police services, took place over five 
days. 

“Op Scorpion sends a clear message that 
Gloucestershire is no place for drugs, and if you 
provide information about illegal drug dealing in 
our County, the Police will take it seriously and act 
on that intelligence”, said PCC Chris Nelson. 

In Gloucestershire, there were:

• 21 drug line disruptions
• 16 arrests and five charges
• £7,030 cash seized
• £100,000 worth of cannabis plants located
• 11 per cent increase in information relating to 

drugs passed onto the police

Throughout the West Country there were:
• 127 arrests 

• 55 warrants carried out

• 465 disruptions to drug lines 

• 237 vulnerable children and adults safeguarded

• Approximately £638,000 worth of suspected 
drugs seized 

• More than £180,000 of cash seized

• A vast array of weapons including air rifles, 
knuckledusters and knives were also confiscated.

Mr. Nelson said, “Illegal drugs do enormous harm, 
not just to individuals but to whole communities 
who can be blighted by the terrible anti-social 
behaviour and criminality that they cause. As 
your Police and Crime Commissioner, I want it to 
stop. 

“That’s why my PCC colleagues in the South West 
and I have championed Operation Scorpion, and 
I’m pleased to see officers in Gloucestershire 
have embraced this approach, taking dangerous 
criminals and drugs off our streets”. 

Operation Scorpion is a collaboration between 
the five police forces in the South West region, 
Gloucestershire, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall, 
Wiltshire and Avon and Somerset.  The region’s 
five Police and Crime Commissioners, the British 
Transport Police, South West Regional Organised 
Crime Unit and the charity Crimestoppers are also 
combing their resources to tackle drug supply 
in the region and make the South West a hostile 
environment for drugs.

The first phase of Operation Scorpion took place 
in March and resulted in the arrest of nearly 
200 people, disruption to 400 drug lines, the 
seizure of over £400,000 in suspected drugs and 
£130,000 in cash. Over 300 vulnerability and 
welfare checks were also carried out.An Operation Scorpion raid in Cheltenham
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Constabulary is making ‘huge progress’ 
 after critical HMICFRS report, says PCC

What’s happening

Gloucestershire’s Police and 
Crime Commissioner says the 
Constabulary has responded 
well to the critical report by the 
Inspectorate.

Coverage of the decision to 
put Wiltshire Police and 
the Metropolitan Police 
Service into an advanced 

stage of monitoring, also highlighted 
other forces in the country in a 
similar position, which included 
Gloucestershire.

The PEEL Inspection, as it is known, is carried-
out by the HMICFRS (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate 
of Police, Fire and Rescue Services). The 
Constabulary was examined on its effectiveness, 
efficiency and legitimacy, something all 
forces are subject to, in 2020 and early 2021. 
Gloucestershire Constabulary was rated ‘good’ 
( just one level below an ‘outstanding’ grading) at:

• preventing crime and anti-social behaviour
• treating the public with fairness and respect
• disrupting serious and organised crime
• supporting the workforce

It was rated ‘adequate’ at managing dangerous 
offenders, but ‘inadequate’ in:

• supporting victims
• investigating crime
• recording data about crime
• responding to the public
• protecting vulnerable people
• use of resources

“As far as our Constabulary is concerned, this 
is old news”, said PCC Chris Nelson. “But while 
‘special measures’ can be a misleading term in a 

policing context, I take these issues very seriously 
and have been working closely with the Chief 
Constable to find the resources for more police, to 
aid the search for solutions.  

“Over the last year, this has helped the 
Constabulary make huge progress in recording 
significantly more crimes. With the vast majority 
of reported crimes now being formally recorded, 
the Force is better at looking after victims, 
spotting repeat victims and identifying vulnerable 
victims.  

“The speed at which all these extra crimes are 
recorded is getting faster but there is still more 
to do to make sure they are all logged within 
the first 24 hours – important if subsequent 
investigations are to have the best chance of 
success. 

“Improving call response times within the Force 
Control Room is sadly proving much harder to 
deliver, but over the next six to 12 months, I will 
continue to be fully focused on supporting the 
Chief, and holding him to account, so that these 
problems are all addressed”.
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The Open Day is back!

What’s happening

Whether it was the Lionesses at the 
Euros, the Platinum party at the Palace 
or anyone at the Commonwealth Games, 
the common theme was how good to 
have outside events with crowds back!

And we are just as pleased to be able 
to invite you to our open day on 17 
September, which is taking place at 
police headquarters, Waterwells, where 

you and your families will have the chance to find 
out more about your local Constabulary and the 
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner.

There will be lots of stands where you can meet 
our officers and staff and find out what they do 
– and the equipment they use for their jobs. How 
we investigate crimes using the latest forensic 
techniques and information from a range of 
partner organisations we work with.

We’ve also 
got a large 
outside 
arena where 
you’ll be 
able to see ‘up-close’ how we respond in fast-
moving operational scenarios. You’ll also have the 
chance to tour our ‘state of the art’ Custody block.

We are incredibly grateful for all the support you 
give our officers and staff. So, as well as showing 
you what we do and where we work, it is our 
chance to say thank you to you - the wonderful 
people of Gloucestershire who we are proud to 
serve.

 Always a popular feature!

Smile please!
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‘No wrong door’ on Anti-Social Behaviour 

What’s happening

As part of National Anti-Social 
Behaviour (ASB) week, 18-22 July, a 
pledge was signed by Gloucestershire 
leaders, promising that anti-social 
behaviour will be taken seriously, 
made easier to report and tackled in 
partnership – with victims no longer 
being passed ‘from pillar to post’.

The Anti-social behaviour pledge has 
been developed by Safer Gloucestershire, 
a county-wide community safety 
partnership, led by Deputy Police and 

Crime Commissioner, Nick Evans, who chairs the 
body.

Representatives from organisations including 
local councils, Gloucestershire Health & Care 
Foundation Trust, Bromford Housing, Young 
Gloucestershire and Green Square Accord, 
all signed the pledge at Gloucestershire 
Constabulary’s Waterwells Headquarters, 
promising their commitment to its values. 

Speaking of the multi-agency commitment, 
Deputy PCC Nick Evans said: “The aim is simple: 
to stop residents of our county from being passed 
from pillar to post when they have a problem 
with anti-social behaviour.

“It is a signal to our residents that we as 
organisations, and as a County, want to nip ASB in 
the bud, tackle it early and improve the quality of 
life for our residents.

“I want this pledge to act like a no-wrong door 
policy, putting the victim first and looking not just 
at what can my agency do to help this resident 
find a solution, but who can I speak to at other 
agencies to help them too.”

GLOUCESTERSHIRE ANTI-SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR PLEDGE
As signatories to the Safer Gloucestershire 
Anti-Social Behaviour Pledge, we 
recognise a broad definition of anti-social 
behaviour which can affect the people 
of Gloucestershire in many different and 
sometimes profound ways.

We will continue to work together to 
understand the impact of anti-social 
behaviour in the county and tackle issues as 
a priority when they arise, with a focus on 
early intervention and prevention. People in 
Gloucestershire have the right to feel safe, 
whether they live, work in, or are visiting the 
county, and victims will always be provided 
with appropriate support.

We will make it easier to report anti-social 
behaviour, ensuring the process is clear and 
accessible to all. Where victims feel they have 
not received appropriate support, we will 
promote the use of ‘community triggers’ to 
offer collaborative multi-agency solutions.

Working in partnership, we will share 
information to maximise the impact we can 
have within communities, ensuring victims 
are at the heart of all we do.

“We want to nip ASB in the bud” - our pledge
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A Master in terrorism and political violence!

Who’s who?

Hi everyone, my name is 
Victoria (now Bishop but 
previously Merrifield just 
to make things confusing!) 
and I am the new 
Gloucestershire Criminal 
Justice Board Co-ordinator. 

I have 2 pugs (George 
and Audrey), and live in 
Cheltenham with my Husband 
Josh.

I previously worked in the 
Analysis, Research and Planning department in 
the Constabulary as a Research officer, and before 
that as a Performance and Planning officer. I 
really enjoyed both of these roles, but when the 
GCJB co-ordinator post was advertised I was keen 
to join the OPCC team, bringing my Research and 
Criminal Justice experience…and my extreme 
levels of organisation along with me!

My academic background is in 
Sociology and Criminology, and 
then I did a masters in Terrorism 
and Political Violence with a 
focus on Gender Based Violence 
in the wider terrorism and war 
arena (extremely niche…but I 
found it very interesting!)

I am sure I have probably already 
shown anyone who has asked by 
this point, but as we only just got 
married last month I thought I 

would share some photos (below). 

This is currently the only interesting thing that 
has happened to me in a while, but I’m hoping 
to get back to a few hobbies that I enjoy such 
as dancing and the gym, now I have a bit more 
time on my hands. I am really looking forward to 
getting stuck into my new role, and welcome any 
suggestions, meeting invites or quick chats over a 
coffee (mine’s a skinny latte, please – Ed).  

Me with Audrey, George and Josh)
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She’s the one on the right!

Hello! I am Caitlin. I am the new Finance 
and Admin Assistant at the OPCC – 
and I’m the one on the right! 

I love everything to do with dogs and baking, so 
being able to spend more time at home, allowed 
me to appreciate this a lot more.  My chocolate 
cookies were a huge success during my first few 
days. I do tend to make these chocolate cookies a 
lot, but now it is just me and my partner at home, 
I have had to stop or we eat the whole lot! 

Previously to working here, I was an Employee 
Services Administrator for the UK’s leading 
supplier of construction materials. I joined in the 
middle of pandemic, and had to adapt quickly 
to be able to work from home which was very 
different to my previous role at Tesco. 

Who’s who?

After such roles in stock control alongside data 
and figures, I was eager to learn more about 
finance in the workforce, and I really look forward 
to developing my skills further in the OPCC. 

The whole team has welcomed me with open 
arms, and I continue to look forward to the 
opportunities that have opened up for me. 

And I’m
Barley
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Hi!  I’m Dani and I recently started in post as the Domestic Abuse and Sexual 
Violence (DASV) Consultation Officer within the OPCC.

This is a new role and I am really looking forward 
to being a part of shaping it as it develops.  
Essentially my role is to gain the voice of victims 
and survivors of domestic abuse and sexual 
violence to inform strategy, services and practice.

I have spent the last 15 years working for the 
Children and Family Centres in Gloucester, in 
different roles, to safeguard and support children 
and their families.  I have always been very 
passionate about working with those experiencing 
and being impacted by domestic abuse.  

Very often these families have not felt heard, this 
is why this job appealed to me so much.

Outside of work, I enjoy live music and festivals, 
sporting events and time with my young family.  I 
am a United fan living with 4 Spurs fans so I am 
slightly outnumbered!  The last stadium I visited 
was the fabulous Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 
and I ended up abseiling off it – it was the 
quickest route down (and out presumably – Ed)

Me against the North London skylineDanielle Kilkenny - Domestic Abuse and 

Sexual Violence (DASV) Consultation Officer

Spurs 4, (Manchester) United 1

Who’s who?
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Congratulations to Grace 
Boughton, formerly of 
this parish, who has 
just been awarded 
her doctorate at the 
University of South 
Wales!

Grace joined the 
OPCC as our second 
intern in 2015 
while continuing 

to study for her Masters in 
criminology at the University of 
Gloucestershire.

Her PhD examined and 
analysed Domestic Homicide 
Reviews (DHRs) in England 
and Wales. DHRs are multi-
agency reviews into domestic 
homicide and suicide cases 
associated with domestic 
abuse, where the offender 
is either a close partner or 
someone with whom the 
victim lived.

Her research allowed her to 
work in an under-researched 
field and continue to work 
with various criminal justice 
agencies. 

“As the primary focus is on 
the DHR process itself, this 
research is important because 
it adds to a growing body 
of academic literature,” said 
Grace. 

“It also highlights the fact that 
while having these reviews is 
a positive step forward, DHRs 
now need a series of changes 
so that their importance is fully 
recognised within criminal 
justice and society more 
generally.

“My PhD experience has taught 
me a lot about myself; this is 
the most rewarding, intense, 
frustrating, confusing and 
enlightening journey. It has 
shown me how resilient I am, 
and that I should believe in 
myself and my abilities”. 

Dr. Boughton is now a Lecturer 
in Criminology at the University 
of Gloucestershire and remains 
a passionate fan of Aston Villa 
FC.

The Doctor will see you now!

AKA: Mother of Dragons, breaker of 
chains, first of her name etc, etc…



What you might have missed

Page 15

When a call of nature is just plain anti-social 
By PCC Chris Nelson

Tackling anti-social behaviour is one 
of my priorities, and in June, I chaired a 
meeting at Cheltenham Racecourse to 
seek solutions to some of the anti-social 
behaviour that takes place during the 
National Hunt Festival, held annually in 
March.   

A number of residents around the 
Racecourse reached out to me in 
frustration, as they often feel that no 
one listens to their complaints. So, I 

asked a wide range of stakeholders to attend 
my meeting, to agree a common understanding 
of what the problems are and try and figure out 
remedies.

We should never under-estimate how important 
this Festival is to Cheltenham, injecting millions 
of pounds into the local economy every year. The 
Borough Council, business, racegoers, those who 
rent out accommodation and local politicians, are 
invariably huge fans and everyone at my meeting 
recognised this.  But that does not mean we 
condone those who spoil it for others by drinking 
too much and using residents’ gardens and our 
parks as public toilets.  Our discussion centred on 
working harder to stop that as well as other anti-
social behaviour including litter, inconsiderate 
vehicle movement, excessive noise, verbal abuse 
and illegal drug use.

Our experts and victims discussed a wide range of 
solutions.  More toilets along the main pedestrian 
routes to the Racecourse are an obvious starting 
point, including some of the more innovative 
ones like portable urinal units used at many 
other public events. Better signposting to the 
nearest toilets is also required, so those in 
urgent need of relief would know where to go.  

More marshalls, working in close cooperation 
with the police, to keep pedestrians on the 
controlled routes, discouraging the use of side 
streets, was also agreed. Enhanced collaboration 
with British Transport Police to intercept those 
behaving badly on the trains, before they reach 
Gloucestershire, and increased use of drug 
detection dogs, were also recommended.

I believe we made a good start. Some of the detail 
has still to be worked out but it was pleasing 
to hear The Jockey Club, which organises the 
Festival, is keen to promote the highest standards 
of behaviour in order to enhance its reputation as 
a prestigious sporting and social event.  

A day at the races - a busman’s holiday?

What are the odds?
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Annual Report, April 2021-March 2022 

The Police and Crime Commissioner is 
required to produce an annual report 
reflecting how he has carried out his 
responsibilities over the past 12 months 

and progress in delivering his Police and Crime 
Crime Plan. As openness and transparency is 
crucial, he is keen the report is circulated as 
widely as possible. 

Copies of the 28-page document are available on request to the OPCC.

As a summary of the twelve months from April 
2021-March 2022, this year’s annual report 
highlights the challenge of dealing with a growing 
range and complexity of crimes, complicated 
by additional social issues around mental 
health and the strain on other public services. It 
reflects on key announcements regarding future 
collaboration with partners, budget details, award 
winning services and the continuing success of 
the Commissioner’s Fund. 

https://www.gloucestershire-pcc.gov.uk/?s=annual+reports
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What happens when concern for
a pet prolongs domestic abuse?

Not only is the pet liable to be injured, it’s 
very likely that rather than abandon their 
‘best friend’, the owner will stay with 
their abuser and in doing so extend the 

period of harm for both of them.

This is what one abuse sufferer, whose name 
we have agreed to withhold, said: “I was scared, 
worried, and had the extra worry of what I would 
do with my 5 week old puppy, and how I could 
make sure she was cared for without having to 
make the heart-breaking decision to rehome her".

Thankfully, a local animal welfare charity came to 
her aid.

The Cotswolds Dogs 
& Cats Home (CDCH) 
has developed a pilot 
pet fostering service 
to help individuals fleeing domestic abuse who are 
apprehensive to leave their beloved pets. It is one 
of the latest organisations to receive funding from 

the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
(OPCC) through the Commissioner’s Fund.

“I placed my puppy into the care of the team at the 
Cotswold Dogs and Cats Home when I had to flee 
my home to enter a women’s refuge. They were 
really accommodating and got my dog into foster 
care within a couple of days.

“I was reassured her care needs would be met, and 
one weight was lifted from my shoulders instantly. 
It was a completely smooth process and I am now 
looking forward to getting my dog back, knowing 
she has had the best possible care.

“I cannot thank the team and the foster carers 
enough for helping me at my greatest time of 
need.

"I owe the team so much, and without them, 
I would not have been able to get to safety as 
quickly as I did”.

CDCH is one of more than 500 local projects 
supported by the Commissioner’s Fund since 
it was created in 2012. Each project is carefully 
scrutinised to ensure it is helping to deliver at 
least one of the priorities of the Police and Crime 
Prevention Plan. More than half of those applying 
for grants from the latest Commissioner’s Fund 
cycle were successful.

All 41 successful applications were new initiatives 
in accordance with the new Police and Crime 
Prevention Plan priorities. 11 were completely 
new organisations, the remainder were previously 
supported by the OPCC, who had to submit new 
bids in line with the new conditions.

Our pets are an important part of our families. But what happens when one member 
of the family is subjected to abuse by another, and the abuse is prolonged due to 
concern for the pet? 
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What happens when concern for
a pet prolongs domestic abuse? (continued)

CDCH fund-raising manager Jane Ellis said, 
“Research shows a strong correlation between 
individuals committing domestic abuse to 
humans and pets, making animals in this type of 
environment extremely vulnerable. This, alongside 
the fact that around 59% of households in the UK 
own a pet, highlights the number of animals that 
are potentially at risk due to domestic abuse.

“The key aim of our charity is to ensure that no 
vulnerable animal is without a safe space. If the 
individual is not willing to leave their pets, it can 
cause huge barriers.

“We are extremely grateful for the support of the 
Commissioner’s Fund for our project”.

For more information about the Commissioner’s 
Fund can be found.

Find out more about The Cotswolds Dogs & Cats 
Home (CDCH)

Some of the other projects supported by the Commissioner’s Fund include:
• St. Pauls C of E School – Project MADE (Make A 

Difference to Everyone), using Solomon Theatre 
Company to engage students and parents/
carers with both performances and workshops. 
The workshops will address issues that have 
an influence on young people in society today 
such as drugs, alcohol, law, crime, gangs, 
relationships and sexual exploitation, as a way 
to communicate.

• Victim Support – ‘Hedgehog Finds Her Voice’ 
book – written by staff within Victim Support 
Gloucestershire and their second book after 
‘Who’s been in my tree?’ The book is for children 
who have experienced a burglary, but could also 
be used to help children who have experienced 
other kinds of trauma.

• Circles – an organisation working with criminal 
justice agencies to reduce sex offending. “There 
are around 64,000 people living in the UK on 
the Sex Offender’s Register; almost 10% (6,000) 
of whom live in South West England, and almost 
1% (600) in Gloucestershire”. 

• Infobuzz – The Hidden Victims of Crime. New 
project working with hidden victims of crime

• TIC+ - Anger management and violence 
reduction through counselling. This project 
supports young people presenting with anger 
issues that could lead to ASB, crime and 
potential violence towards others. 

• Gloucestershire Outward Bound Association 
– Gloucestershire Constabulary Outward 
Bound Bursary Scheme. 24 Young People will 
participate in a 5 day Outward Bound Course at 
the Outward Bound Centre, Aberdovey, Wales. 

• Bike Projects - Both Gloucestershire Bike 
Project CIC – Cycles of Change and Creative 
Sustainability – Access Bike. 

• The Music Works – The Drop. Delivering 
regular, open access music making sessions 
for young people at risk of getting involved in 
violence. 

• More than half the funded projects were in 
support of schemes targeting young people. 
Although all were important, only 50% of the 
finance requested could be funded in order to 
ensure more schemes across the county could be 
supported

https://www.gloucestershire-pcc.gov.uk/local-projects-supported/
https://www.cdch.org.uk
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VPCSOs breaking new ground

There was no lack of interest when 
recruiting began for the Constabulary’s 
new role of Volunteer Police Community 
Support Officer (VPCSO).  

Altogether, there were 110 expressions 
of interest, resulting in 34 interviews of 
which 21 were successful. One of those 
successful applicants withdrew, one 

has transferred to become a fully-fledged Police 
Community Support Officer (PCSO) and another is 
hoping to join the Special Constabulary. 

That means a full intake of 14 awaiting vetting for 
the Constabulary’s September intake with two 
others deferred until the next intake in January 
due to previous commitments. 

VPCSOs will act as a key liaison point at grass 
roots level between local communities and 
policing. 

They will have a very different role from other 
branches of the police family and will be:

• Responsible for older people (in their community) 
– updating them on relevant crimes like scams 
and being aware of vulnerable individuals in their 
patch

• In schools – delivering the Mini Police 
Programme to 8-11 year olds

• Neighbourhood Watch – linking-in with all NHW 
co-coordinators in their area, helping to develop 
new schemes and growing the Your Community 
Alerts email system to improve crime prevention

• Gathering intelligence – knowing their area and 
becoming a visible and reliable presence.

Interviews for the next intake will begin 
soon. More information is available on the 

Gloucestershire Constabulary website.

https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/search?q=VPCSO
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Putting the brakes on speeding motorists
By Charles Pedrick, Founder of the Gloucestershire ANPR road safety group

Every year 27,000 people are seriously injured or killed on UK roads, and recently 
these figures have started to climb for the first time in many years. 

Many of us involved in road safety, 
have seen first-hand how road traffic 
collisions destroy families. So the 
Community Speed Watch+ initiative, 

led by PCC Chris Nelson and the Director of 
Specialist Operations, Superintendent Paul Keasey 
and Gloucestershire County Council (GCC), brings 
together a new working relationship so this serious 
problem can be addressed more quickly. 

Gloucestershire is the first in the country to 
integrate sophisticated low-cost Community 
Speed Watch cameras around local ‘hotspots’ 
where they will be able to capture and identify 
images of persistent speeders. Using ground 
breaking technology with ANPR (Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition), it is possible to track 
anyone who is driving in a dangerous manner and 
encourage them to break the habit. Because, like 
many other road safety campaigners, we really 
don’t want to see people fined. We would rather 
stop them endangering the lives of people in our 
towns and villages by re-educating them instead.

When the worst drivers are shown the crazy speeds 
they have been travelling at, and the damage they 
could have caused if they had hit a pedestrian or 
cyclist; and if they still fail to take notice of this 
warning, then we have to do something - before 
they kill or seriously injure someone. 

We have found that, once they have been visited 
by the police, the vast majority of drivers re-
think their speed. Our records also show that 
our education programme has more than a 92 
percent success rate of changing the visited driver’s 
behaviour, by showing them just how close they 
were to seriously injuring or killing someone 
through excessive speed. Sadly, there will always 
be a small minority who do need to be fined and 
stopped, before they do their worst.

Many councillors and road safety supporters in our 
County welcome the new Speedwatch+ and are 
keen to work with the team. Working together in 
partnership, aided by the latest technology, we can 
make Gloucestershire one of the safest Counties in 
the country – for everyone.
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It’s not often people leave 
the OPCC for something 
better (at least that’s what 
we like to think – Ed). Unless 
you’ve landed your dream 
job! Which is exactly what, 
now ‘former policy officer’, 
Amanda Segelov has done. 
And not one to do things by 
halves, she also has a new 
name - more on that in a 
moment.

On 13 May, Amanda said farewell to the office 
to begin her new role as Director of Community 
Services with the Shannon Trust, a charity 
which aims to transform lives by supporting 
disadvantaged people to learn to read. As she 
explained, it will combine two of her main 
interests.

“I’ve always been 
passionate about 
rehabilitation and 
reading, and this job 
allows me to combine 
both those things as 
they provide literacy 
learning (and other 
basic skills) for those 
in prison and in the 
wider community”, 
she said.  

A graduate in Law from the 
University of the West of England, 
Amanda initially joined the OPCC 
as PA to the Head of Public Affairs. 
She then became a policy officer 
dealing with criminal justice and 
has been seconded to Her Majesty’s 
Prison & Probation Service for the 
last eighteen months. 

“It’s a fantastic opportunity but 
does mean I have to leave the 
best team I have ever worked with 
behind. The new place has some 
serious boots to fill!” 

Amanda has always 
had a particular 
interest in women 
within the criminal 
justice system, is 
an enthusiastic 
advocate for pole 
fitness, looking after 
the environment 
and reading – when 
she has the time. 

That may be in short supply as not only is she 
settling into her new job, on 2 August she became 
Mrs. Segelov-Reynolds after marrying Tim with 
renovating their new home high on their list of 
priorities. 

She goes with our very best wishes.

Amanda Segelov-Reynolds

Respect

This wasn’t the only 

leaving present….!

And finally…

I do! I do! – A dream job and a wedding
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YOUR Community
ALERTS Gloucestershire

www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk

Real time alerts, so you know  
exactly what’s going on in your area.

Crime updates 
for your area

Events going 
on in your area

Keeping you 
informed about us

Crime prevention 
advice and support

Alerts and appeals 
tailored to you

A police service that is accessible and 
accountable is one of the key priorities 
of the Police and Crime Plan. To help us 
provide information to local communities in 
a timely and targeted way, Gloucestershire 
Constabulary and the Office of the Police 
and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) operate 
a community messaging system called Your 
Community Alerts.

Your Community Alerts will help you keep 
informed about policing activity in your local 
area as well as the latest news from the OPCC; 
and with its two-way messaging feature 
we can also listen to what you have to say. 
Whether it’s an alert, an appeal or simply a 
reassurance message Your Community Alerts 
will message people either by email, text or 
voicemail dependent on your preference.

Like us; but do 
you like us?
Social media outlets have become 
the most popular way to engage with 
people and show off what we do.

We’ve been on some of those 
platforms right from the start, but 
we’re taking what we do in some 
new directions.

However, if you don’t ‘like’ us, you 
won’t see what we’re doing!

So go on, click that button.

Contact us
If you have anything you’d like to be included in 
the next newsletter, then contact:

• graham.gardner@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
• www.gloucestershire-pcc.gov.uk
• pcc@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
• 01452 753938

Due to data protection rules, we need to hear if 
you still want to hear from us.
If you’d no longer like to be on our mailing list, 
please email: 
graham.gardner@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk

mailto:%20graham.gardner%40gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk%20?subject=
https://www.gloucestershire-pcc.gov.uk
mailto:%20pcc%40gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk?subject=
mailto:graham.gardner%40gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk?subject=
http://www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk
http://www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GlosOPCC
https://twitter.com/Glos_OPCC
https://www.instagram.com/glos_opcc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/glos-opcc/
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